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Cobalt Public School - Grade V
1937–1938

Left to Right: Front Row: Elizabeth Smith, Frances Johnston, Florence Dean, Mary Abraham,
Mary Phillips, Dorothy Doody, Ireah Rajala, Audrey Stoughton, Connie Frazer, Dorothy Doonan,
Norma Soucisse.
Middle Row: Ivan Tressider, John Cole, Gordon McLeod, Lloyd Valley, Dorothy Leaper, Evelyn
Mikkola, Colleen Moore, Russell Murphy, Eric Puhakka, Aileen Lockhart.
Back Row: William Daws, Billy McKnight, Melvin Miller, Harold McLean, Harold Hicky, Donald
Hogan.
Teacher: Miss McCauley (Irish Exchange Teacher)
Photo submitted by Florence Dean; Students identified by Laura (Mikkola) Baxter, Bill
McKnight,and Ivan Tressider.
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Mervyn Lavigne
B. Eng. (Mich. Tech.) P. Eng (Ont.)
June 9. 1928–April 3, 2015
It is with great sadness we share the news that our board member
Mervyn Lavigne has passed away. What follows are the remarks of Reg
Holdsworth at the induction of Merv into the Cobalt Mining Museum’s
Founders and Mining Partners Hall of Fame in August of 2014.
“It’s obvious that it was Merv’s mining career that took him, over the
years, to almost every major mining camp past and present throughout
Canada and the U.S. It was Merv’s mining career that took him to our area
and along with it his passion for heritage preservation. Merv was the founding president of the Cobalt Historical Society in 1999. Between 1999 and
2001 during the second phase restoration of several sites on the Cobalt
Heritage Silver Trail, Merv, being a professional engineer, designed and drew the plans for all of the
work done on these sites. He managed and wrote all the tender documents for this extensive project as
well. His daily routine would take him to every site on the Heritage Trail. As both President of the
Cobalt Historical Society and the Society’s Trail Coordinator he compiled detailed and comprehensive
reports of each site and sent them to all levels of government. He researched, wrote and had published
the first Cobalt Heritage Silver Trail Guidebook. He initiated the Cobalt Lode, the Cobalt Historical
Society’s newsletter which is an important part of our mandate. The slogan Our History Shines is Merv’s
as well. Merv guided the Cobalt Historical Society into its first membership drive and membership
today is over 125 members. Merv was also instrumental in the reprinting of several heritage publications which are sold here at the Museum. Merv is the go-to person for any mining property in the Cobalt
Camp as well as those across the continent. If you happened to mention a mining property or town,
within a few days he presented you with a folder or a book on the subject you had mentioned.
“What a resource we have been blessed with over the past twenty years or so.
“While with the Cobalt Mining Museum he was nominated by the Town of Cobalt and received the
Ontario Heritage Trust Award for his dedication to preserving heritage in the Cobalt Camp. As a member of the Cobalt Mining Museum Board, Merv, year after year, scaled and checked the Colonial Adit to
assure its safety for the summer tour-season. He worked with the summer student tour-guides to develop a comprehensive script for the underground mine tour.
“And just recently Merv has donated his extensive collection of mining related literture to the
Cobalt Public Library to create a section dedicated exclusively to Mining—Merv’s greatest passion.
“On a lighter side, I would just like to mention that Merv still takes and active role in the ‘Round
Table’ discussions at the Silver Café every day of the week. He also supplies mining-related publications to other ‘Round Table’ members.
“Merv, you have been a champion of the Cobalt Camp and we, your peers here at the museum, the
Cobalt Historical Society, and in your community are both thrilled and honoured to recognize your
dedication to the heritage of the Cobalt Camp.
“As chairman of the Cobalt Mining Museum Board of Directors, I officially welcome you to our
Wall of Fame as a Mining Partner. Congratulations!”
He will be missed.
4

The Cobalt Lode

